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AN INHERITED PLACE
SF778 Spherical, 3 facets, pocked, fawn-white. 
Dimensions: 36 × 35 × 34mm. Weight: 59.71g. Material: 
siliceous limestone. Unphased. Context: Unstratiﬁed. 
SF779 Spherical, 3 facets, grey. Dimensions: 27mm. 
Weight: 20.31g. Material: shelly limestone. Unphased. 
Context: Unstratiﬁed.
SF786 Spherical, squashed, 4 facets, white-pink. 
Dimensions: 28 × 23mm. Weight: 28.12g. Material: 
sideritic limestone. Phase 5. Context: CBJ (secondary 
midden in Inner Ditch, over Structure C).
SF1234 Spherical, 3 facets, grey. Dimensions: 27mm. 
Weight: 20.31g. Material: shelly limestone. Unphased. 
Context: Unstratiﬁed.
Balls in other materials
SF747 Near spherical, pocked, grey-red in depressions. 
Dimensions: 51 × 44mm. Weight: 149.79g. Material: 
porphyry. Phase 3c. Context: BBC02 (midden inﬁll 
into eastern terminal of the Middle Ditch, South-west 
Entrance).
SF762 Spherical, 1 facet, pocked, dark grey. Dimensions: 
33 × 31mm. Weight: 52.31g. Material: ?basic igneous. 
Phase 5. Context: CBJ (secondary midden in Inner 
Ditch, over Structure C).
SF763 Spherical, 1 facet, red. Dimensions: 43 × 39 × 32mm. 
Weight: 73g. Material: porphyry. Phase 1. Context: 
OAA (sediments sealing House B).
SF780 Spherical, 3 facets, pocked, black-grey. Dimensions: 
47 × 44mm. Weight: 135.28g. Material: ?basalt. Phase 4. 
Context: CCC (Structure F, ash deposit over southern 
hearth).
SF1235 Natural stone lump. Triangular, multi-faceted. 
Yellow. Resembles in shape early manufacture of stone 
balls. Rough surface. Dimensions: 30 × 25mm. Weight: 
24.2g. Material: unknown. Unphased. Context: 
Unstratiﬁed.
10.4.4 Shale and cannel coal
FRASER HUNTER
DISCUSSION
Broxmouth has produced a range of material which 
illustrates all steps of the production process for 
jewellery (bangles, ring-pendants and beads) of 
black organic-rich stone. The assemblage of worked 
material (45 fragments) contained very little working 
debris, although it must have been present, but even 
in modern excavations such small black fragments are 
rarely noticed. 
Technology 
The Broxmouth shale-workers used what was the 
standard process in later prehistory in Scotland (the 
terms used in table 10.25, and which are used to sub-
divide the following catalogue, are italicised below). 
Suitable blocks were gathered; they typically have 
weathered surfaces and were rounded from erosion, 
indicating they were not quarried but collected from 
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surface deposits. The blocks were roughly shaped 
into circles by snapping, ﬂaking or cutting, and 
sometimes by splitting to the required thickness; one 
piece (SF666) uniquely shows the use of a coarse ﬁle 
(prepared roughouts). The perforation was made by 
bifacial pecking or gouging (perforated roughouts; one 
piece (SF667) shows a faint dot to mark the intended 
centre of the roughout); if successfully accomplished, 
it was then extended by abrasion or further pecking. 
The intended diameter was occasionally marked by 
incised lines (SF649, SF653, illus 10.49; SF661). At this 
point, work started on the exterior, which was cut to 
shape. The whole object was then abraded with stone 
grinders and polished with increasingly ﬁne abrasives. 
Many objects broke at this stage (unﬁnished). All stages 
in the production process were carried out on site (in 
contrast, for instance, to Braehead, Renfrewshire, 
which appears to have been a seasonal site where only 
the initial roughing-out stages took place; Hunter 
2007c).
Products (illus 10.50)
There can be an element of doubt over the intended 
product with part-worked material. Large bangles 
are clear, but at the smaller end of the spectrum, 
the boundary between large beads and small ring-
pendants, or between ring-pendants and ﬁnger rings 
(or even small bangles), is not entirely clear. The 
estimated external diameters fall into three groups: 
<30mm (beads); 35–65mm (ring-pendants); and 
>70mm (bangles). Internal diameters likewise fall into 
three, less clear, groups: <5mm (beads); 10–25mm 
(pendants, perhaps rings); and >40mm (bangles). A 
broader analysis by the writer of 160 Scottish bangles 
(differentiated from pendants by the ﬂat inner face 
which lay against the arm) shows that the absolute 
bottom limit of their internal diameter size distribution 
is 35–40mm; at this point, large pendants and small 
bangles overlap (eg SF657).
Disc beads, represented by unﬁnished examples 
only (SF643–5), are a common Iron Age type. The 
next largest diameter group (external range 35–65mm) 
is most likely to represent ring-pendants, another 
well-known Iron Age type, which is represented at 
Broxmouth by a single ﬁnished example (SF639; for 
further discussion of the type see Hunter 2004: 107); 
their large internal diameters differentiate them from 
normal beads. Ring-pendants could be confused with 
ﬁnger rings, but these are a relatively rare artefact 
type for the Iron Age, although not unknown. In 
the absence of clear evidence for their presence, all of 
the unﬁnished Broxmouth artefacts in this group are 
assumed to be ring-pendants. The apparent quantity 
of ring-pendants is surprising, as the type is generally 
markedly less common than bangles. This may in 
part reﬂect the lack of any synthesis of ring-pendants, 
although observation of a range of other assemblages 
does suggest that the Broxmouth artefact ratios are 
unusual.
Bangles were certainly produced and used at 
Broxmouth. Their internal diameters vary from 
c  40–75mm, a range likely to include adult males, adult 
females and children. There is a little variety in cross-
section, with the most common D-sectioned bangles 
being supplemented by one sub-circular-sectioned and 
one tall D-sectioned example (SF635, SF636). The 
latter is particularly interesting: it is the only ﬁnd from 
Phase 1, and such tall bangles do seem to be typical 
of the earlier Iron Age. On the Continent, they are 
found in the Late Hallstatt and Early La Tène periods, 
and while they have not received synthetic discussion 
in Britain, there are also examples from Yorkshire 
burials of Middle Iron Age date (eg Venclová 1998: 
289; Rochna 1962; Stead 1991: 90, ﬁg 66.2). The 
type is rare in Scotland, but examples are known 
from Balloch Hill (Argyll; unpublished, GAGM 135), 
King’s Cave ( Jura; Mercer 1978: ﬁg 4.4), Dunagoil 
(Bute; unpublished, Bute Museum), Knockmade 
(Renfrewshire; Livens 1996: ﬁg 12), Luce Sands 
(Wigtownshire; NMS unregistered), Castle Law, 
Forgandenny (Perthshire; NMS: GP 16), Norman’s 
Law (Fife; NMS HH 576), Traprain Law (East Lothian; 
NMS: unregistered) and Hatloch (Peeblesshire; NMS: 
FN 12). The Hatloch example is made of jet imported 
from Yorkshire, but the others have not been analysed; 
the Broxmouth example seems to be cannel coal. Of 
the ﬁve bangles, one had been repaired after it broke 
(SF633), while another hints at half-hearted attempts 
at repair (SF632). Two of the intended bangles (SF649, 
illus 10.49; SF653) were notably thin and narrow.
The only other ornament represented is a pendant, 
but this was an expedient measure: an intended small 
bangle or ring-pendant (SF657) fractured, and one 
of the broken pieces was perforated for suspension; it 
then broke again and was abandoned.
Raw materials (illus 10.50)
The raw materials represented are visually very 
homogeneous. The overwhelming majority have the 
markedly laminar character and dark grey colour of oil 
shale. A local source is likely (although no geological 
prospection has been undertaken), as one of the 
352
AN INHERITED PLACE
unworked fragments comprised a natural (beach?) 
cobble which preserved the interface between an 
organic and an inorganic shale. The large number of 
unworked natural fragments from the site suggests that 
they were a natural inclusion in sediments, probably 
derived from the drift geology; this suggests a viable 
local outcrop as the ultimate source. Oil shales are 
recorded as coastal exposures from Port Seton to 
Dunbar (Gibson 1922: 48–52). Only two, perhaps 
three, worked fragments had a different source: SF638 
and SF653 are cannel coal, and SF657 is either shale 
or canneloid shale. The other two variant objects are 
both ﬁnished items, and may be imports: SF636, the 
Phase 1 large bangle, is of cannel coal, while SF639, a 
Phase 6 ring-pendant, is of cannel coal or canneloid 
shale.
Distribution and date 
Table 10.26 shows that the material is overwhelmingly 
concentrated in Phase 3. The single fragment from 
Phase 1 was clearly an import, but in Phases 3–5 
on-site working is attested in the Inner Ditch and 
South-west Entrance areas. On-site working may also 
be attested in Phase 6, almost entirely in the vicinity of 
House 1, which appears to have been an open activity 
area in the earlier part of Phase 6; a single roughout 
was recovered from a possibly contemporary midden 
at the South-west Entrance. These Phase 6 fragments 
could be residual from Phases 3–5, but the coherent 
cluster which they form makes them more credible as 
evidence of contemporary working. It is very valuable 
to get some chronological control over the occurrence 
of this craft process, which is too often dismissed as 
chronologically undiagnostic, but this reﬂects the lack 
of well-stratiﬁed material. The Broxmouth evidence 
can now conﬁrm that, on this site at least, there were 
Early Iron Age imports and on-site production in 
the fourth to third centuries BC, with more limited 
manufacture in the later Iron Age, around the turn of 
the millennium. In both production phases, both ring-
pendants and bangles are attested. 
The wider context 
The working of shale and related materials in East 
Lothian has been summarised elsewhere (Hunter et 
al 2009: 148). In contrast to areas such as Ayrshire 
and Renfrewshire, where ﬁnds and working debris 
are omnipresent, it occurs on about 30% of later 
prehistoric sites in this area. This may relate in part to 
local variation in access to raw material sources; stray 
ﬁnds are however also rare, while working evidence is 
found only on sites with evidence for other restricted 
manufacturing activities (such as copper alloy 
working) or access to exotic material. There may thus 
have been some genuine social restrictions over access 
to the production and use of this material.
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CATALOGUE
Gathered blocks
SF659 Irregular natural shale block, broken and split; 
perhaps gathered? Dimensions: 75 × 53 × 17mm. 
Material: shale. Phase 3c. Context: BBC06 (midden 
inﬁll into eastern terminal of the Middle Ditch, South-
west Entrance).
SF672 Gathered block? Natural rounded cobble, 
relatively thin, broken. Some limited surface abrasion. 
Dimensions: 74 × 65 × 17.5mm. Material: shale. Phase 
5. Context: CBD (primary midden in Inner Ditch, 
over Structure C).
SF680 Weathered triangular shale block, perhaps 
gathered. Irregular edges fractured rather than shaped. 
Dimensions: 112 × 69 × 17mm. Material: shale. Phase 5. 
Context: CBQ (primary midden in Inner Ditch, over 
Structure F).
SF1223 Naturally square shale block, perhaps gathered 
for use. Dimensions: 96 × 83 × 54mm. Material: shale. 
Unphased. Context: Unstratiﬁed.
SF1224 Gathered block? Thin rectangle, no working 
evidence. Material: shale. Unphased. Context: 
Unstratiﬁed.
Part-prepared pebble
SF666 Small natural pebble in course of preparation. 
Naturally irregular proﬁle, limited abrasion on one 
side and heavy ﬁle marks on the other to remove the 
natural surface. File tooth spacing c  8mm. Broken. 
Dimensions: 39 × 30 × 8mm. Material: shale. Phase 3c. 
Context: BBC06 (midden inﬁll into eastern terminal 
of the Middle Ditch, South-west Entrance).
Prepared roughout
SF659 Thin prepared roughout, deliberately split from 
larger block, the split face lightly abraded. Edge 
natural and ?ﬂaked to round form. If circular, its 
diameter (c  90mm) would suggest a very thin bangle. 
Dimensions: 44 × 29 × 6mm. Material: shale. Phase 3c. 
Context: BBC06 (midden inﬁll into eastern terminal 
of the Middle Ditch, South-west Entrance).
SF664 Broken and split fragment, possibly from prepared 
roughout. Surviving edge natural, but some pecking 
on surface. Dimensions: 30 × 29 × 6.5mm. Phase 3c. 
Context: BBA05 (midden inﬁll into western terminal 
of the Middle Ditch, South-west Entrance).
SF665 Small prepared roughout fragment, preserving part 
of bifacially ﬂaked rounded edge c  60mm diameter. Size 
suggests pendant or ring. Dimensions: 34 × 19 × 10mm. 
Material: shale. Phase 3c. Context: BBC04 (midden 
inﬁll into eastern terminal of the Middle Ditch, South-
west Entrance).
SF669 Prepared bangle roughout, ?deliberately split; sub-
rectangular; mostly natural edges, two ends snapped 
to shape it crudely. Dimensions: 101 × 84 × 15.5mm. 
Material: shale. Phase 5/6. Context: BCC (terminal 
midden and rubble inﬁll into South-west Entrance 
area).
SF674 Small prepared sub-triangular roughout, one edge 
snapped in a single break, one cut, one bifacially ﬂaked. 
Split from larger block. Fracture of one edge perhaps 
led to its abandonment. Dimensions: 51 × 52.5 × 13mm. 
Material: shale. Phase 5. Context: CBJ (secondary 
midden in Inner Ditch, over Structure C).
SF676 Small prepared roughout, split and broken. 
Surviving edges ﬂaked to near-circular shape; some 
limited surface abrasion. Dimensions: 50 × 45 × 16mm. 
Material: shale. Phase 5. Context: CBJ (secondary 
midden in Inner Ditch, over Structure C).
SF1225 Prepared block fragment; broken and split 
fragment preserving corner of block, the edges ﬂaked. 
Dimensions: 28.5 × 27 × 5.5mm. Material: shale. 
Unphased. Context: Unstratiﬁed.
SF1246 Small prepared roughout. Irregular thin shale 
rectangular fragment, rather weathered with two 
long edges ﬂaked to shape, one end broken, the ﬁnal 
one natural. One surface abraded to smooth it. The 
odd shape might suggest intended use as a pendant. 
Dimensions: 67 × 32 × 9mm. Unphased. Context: 
Unstratiﬁed.
Prepared roughout, perforation in progress
SF653 (illus 10.49) Fragment of a thin prepared roughout. 
Edges cut to a circle, abrasion in progress. ?Natural 
surfaces with minor abrasion. On one face a curving 
arc (in three cuts) deﬁnes the intended perforation 
(Diameter: 40–45mm). This would deﬁne a small 
bangle (Width: 4–5mm; Height: 5mm) rather than a 
pendant. Dimensions: 26 × 16 × 4mm. Material: cannel 
coal. Phase 6. Context: H104 (rubble underlying 
House 1).
SF661 Prepared bangle roughout, perforation started. 
Circular block, about a quarter naturally rounded, the 
rest bifacially ﬂaked and snapped. Very little surface 
preparation, though a short ﬁne line near one edge could 
be a guideline. Incipient pecked off-centre biconical 
perforation. Unclear why abandoned. Dimensions: 
122 × 110 × 28mm. Material: shale. Phase 3c. Context: 
BBA02 (midden inﬁll into western terminal of the 
Middle Ditch, South-west Entrance).
SF667 Prepared roughout. Naturally ﬂat and square 
pebble, two corners ﬂaked off to round it. One face 
has very limited abrasion, the other more pronounced. 
Off-centre dot may mark intended perforation; some 
surface pecking. Size suggests small bangle or pendant. 
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Dimensions: 62 × 53 × 9.5mm. Material: shale. Phase 
3d. Context: BBF04 (midden inﬁll into eastern 
terminal of the Outer Ditch, South-west Entrance).
Perforated roughout
SF649 (illus 10.49) Perforated roughout, split and broken 
near-centrally. Edge part naturally rounded, part ﬂaked 
and snapped. Limited surface abrasion. Could be small 
bangle or, most likely, ring-pendant. External diameter: 
c  60mm. Dimensions: 46 × 28 × 7.5mm. Perhaps part 
of SF650. Material: shale. Phase 3c. Context: BBA03 
(midden inﬁll into western terminal of the Middle 
Ditch, South-west Entrance).
SF650 (illus 10.49) Perforated roughout, broken and 
split during manufacture. Minor surface abrasion. 
Rounded off, naturally and by ﬂaking. Well-ﬁnished, 
tapered perforation (Diameter: 11.5mm). Size suggests 
pendant. Very similar to SF649; does not join, but 
probably part of same object. Diameter: 46mm. 
Thickness: 5.5mm. Material: shale. Phase 3c. Context: 
BLX (posthole associated with Slot H/a, following the 
line of eastern terminal (BBC) of the Middle Ditch, 
South-west Entrance).
SF651 (illus 10.49) Perforated roughout fragment, broken 
and split, original edges lost. Perforated but not 
smoothed. Small diameter suggests probably pendant or 
ring, though loss of original edges makes this uncertain. 
Dimensions: 37 × 23 × 3.5mm. Material: shale. Phase 
3d. Context: BBD (midden inﬁll into western terminal 
of the Outer Ditch, South-west Entrance).
SF652 (illus 10.49) Perforated roughout. Natural pebble 
with two opposed original edges, elsewhere bifacially 
ﬂaked to near-circle. Biconical perforation (Diameter: 
min 10mm; ﬂaring to 25mm), pecked or gouged and 
in process of circumferential abrasion to smooth and 
expand it. Unclear why it was abandoned. Diameter: 
47mm. Thickness: 13mm. Material: shale. Phase 3b. 
Context: BBJ05 (midden inﬁll into eastern terminal of 
the Inner Ditch, South-west Entrance).
SF654 (illus 10.49) Perforated bangle roughout. Natural 
surfaces with very limited abrasion. Edges bifacially 
snapped and ﬂaked to a circle. Central biconical 
perforation (Diameter: min 9.5–11.5mm), smoothed 
internally, expansion just started. Abandoned due to 
fracture and loss of about a quarter of the roughout. 
Diameter: 74mm. Thickness: 16mm. Material: shale. 
Phase 3c. Context: BBA03 (midden inﬁll into western 
terminal of the Middle Ditch, South-west Entrance).
SF655 (illus 10.49) Broken perforated rectangular 
roughout. Surfaces abraded and pecked; one surviving 
edge natural, other ﬂaked square. Well-ﬁnished 
biconical perforation (Diameter: c  13mm); degree 
of ﬁnish suggests it was completed to its intended 
diameter, and thus probably a pendant. Dimensions: 
47 × 26 × 11mm. Material: shale. Phase 3c. Context: 
BBC02 (midden inﬁll into eastern terminal of the 
Middle Ditch, South-west Entrance).
SF656 (illus 10.49) Perforated bangle roughout, broken 
and split; about a ﬁfth survives (External diameter: 
c  80mm). Natural surface, edge ﬂaked; pecked and 
gouged biconical perforation (Diameter: c  20mm). 
Dimensions: 53 × 33 × 12mm. Material: shale. Phase 3c. 
Context: BBC06 (midden inﬁll into eastern terminal 
of the Middle Ditch, South-west Entrance).
SF658 (illus 10.49) Broken perforated bangle roughout. 
Surviving edges all natural, suggesting this was a 
gathered block of the right size. Biconical perforation, 
slightly irregular (Diameter: c  30mm); smoothed, with 
surface pecking underway to expand it when it snapped. 
Dimensions: 120 × 91 × 29mm. Material: shale. Phase 
6. Context: KBU (posthole west of House 1).
Unﬁnished objects
SF634 (illus 10.50) Unﬁnished bangle fragment, probably 
spalled from top of D-sectioned roughout. Proﬁle 
slightly irregular, abrasion scars visible internally and 
externally. Soil deposits obscure surface. Length: 
35mm. Width: 7mm. Height: 3.2+mm. Internal 
diameter: 60–65mm (16%). Material: shale. Phase 3b. 
Context: BIA03 (pit adjacent to South-west Entrance).
SF638 (illus 10.50) Unﬁnished bangle fragment, split 
horizontally. Section still very angular. Interior fairly 
well-ﬁnished, with circumferential abrasion scars; 
exterior shows coarse abrasion over knife-trimmed 
facets. One natural face shows some abrasion; other 
lost. Material: cannel coal. Phase 5. Context: CBD 
(primary midden in Inner Ditch, over Structure C).
SF640 Unﬁnished ring-pendant fragment, broken and 
split horizontally. Originally probably circular in 
section, but face lost. Soil obscures details, but hints 
of facets and abrasion scars indicate it was unﬁnished. 
External diameter: c  45mm. Perforation: c  16mm. 
Length: 29mm. Height: 9+mm. Material: shale. Phase 
3c. Context: BBC (midden inﬁll into eastern terminal 
of the Middle Ditch, South-west Entrance).
SF641 (illus 10.50) Unﬁnished ring-pendant fragment. 
Perforation well-ﬁnished, with circumferential 
abrasion scars. Exterior only partly ﬁnished, with crude 
snapped facets in places, others abraded. Natural ﬂat 
faces with some abrasion. External diameter: c  30mm. 
Perforation: c  14mm. Height: 6mm. Material: shale. 
Phase 3/4. Context: BMQ (posthole associated with 
Inner Ditch occupation features, South-west Entrance).
SF642 (illus 10.50) Spall from surface of unﬁnished 
bead or ring-pendant. Perforation well-ﬁnished, with 
circumferential scratches; outer edge lost though 
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traces of fractures from shaping survive; surviving face 
is little-modiﬁed natural surface. Length: 19.5mm. 
Width: 11mm. Height: 2.5+mm. Perforation: c  15mm. 
Material: shale. Phase 3c. Context: BBC04 (midden 
inﬁll into eastern terminal of the Middle Ditch, South-
west Entrance). 
SF643 (illus 10.50) Unﬁnished disc bead with hourglass 
perforation (Diameter: min 1mm; max 3.5mm); natural 
surfaces, edge snapped and cut to near-circular form, 
then abraded. Probably abandoned due to edge loss. 
Diameter: 11.5–13mm. Thickness: 3mm. Material: 
shale. Unphased. Context: Unstratiﬁed.
SF644 (illus 10.50) Unﬁnished disc bead; hourglass 
perforation (Diameter: 4mm) with two sides slightly 
misaligned. Surfaces natural, edge in process of abrasion, 
with knife facets still visible. Probably abandoned 
due to edge loss. Diameter: 16.5mm. Thickness: 
4mm. Material: shale. Phase 3c. Context: BBI (slot A 
associated with western terminal of the Middle Ditch, 
South-west Entrance).
SF645 (illus 10.50) Unﬁnished disc bead, hourglass 
perforation (Diameter: min 2mm; max 3mm); natural 
surfaces with some abrasion (especially on one), edges 
crudely snapped to sub-circular shape. Probably 
abandoned due to surface loss during snapping. 
Diameter: 27.5 × 23.5mm. Thickness: 3.5mm. Material: 
shale. Phase 5. Context: CBJ (secondary midden in 
Inner Ditch, over Structure C).
SF646 (illus 10.50) Unﬁnished ring-pendant. Natural 
tabular slab with minimal surface abrasion. Well-
ﬁnished hourglass perforation (Diameter: 8.5–10mm). 
Edges bifacially snapped to near-round shape, but no 
further working; probably abandoned due to surface 
loss in snapping. Diameter: 48.5–53.5mm. Height: 
15mm. Material: shale. Phase 3c. Context: BBC06 
(midden inﬁll into eastern terminal of the Middle 
Ditch, South-west Entrance).
SF647 (illus 10.50) Unﬁnished ring-pendant or ﬁnger 
ring. Split slab, one face natural, one ﬂaked. Hourglass 
perforation, slightly irregular (Diameter: 13–15mm), 
showing circumferential abrasion. Edge snapped to 
near-circular form and abrasion started; abandoned 
because much of one face split off. Diameter: 
39–43.5mm. Thickness: 9mm. Material: shale. Phase 
3c. Context: BBA01 (midden inﬁll into western 
terminal of the Middle Ditch, South-west Entrance).
SF648 (illus 10.50) Unﬁnished ring-pendant or ﬁnger 
ring. ?Natural slab with irregular unﬁnished hourglass 
perforation. Intermittent incised arcs on both sides 
mark an intended diameter of c  23mm. Edges snapped 
to roughly circular shape, but no further ﬁnishing. 
Unclear why abandoned. Diameter: 41.5 × 50.5mm. 
Height: 11.5mm. Material: shale. Unphased. Context: 
Unstratiﬁed.
SF657 (illus 10.50) Roughout, broken and reworked as 
pendant. Original roughout for ring-pendant or small 
bangle was well-progressed, with an angular biconical 
perforation smooth and perhaps ﬁnished (Diameter: 
35–40mm). The knife-cut facets on the outer edge 
were in the process of abrasion when it broke. One 
end was carefully biconically perforated (Diameter: 
min 6mm; max 10mm), suggesting it was reworked as 
a pendant, but surface ﬂaking around the perforation 
led to its discard. Dimensions: 26 × 21 × 12mm. 
Material: shale or canneloid coal. Unphased. Context: 
Unstratiﬁed.
Finished objects
SF632 (illus 10.50) Bangle fragment, D-sectioned, 
gently rounded internally. Polished to a medium 
lustre externally, with some residual abrasion scars. 
Interior has traces of a series of vertical knife-cut 
facets and some circumferential abrasion scars. Small 
cluster of toolmarks (?gouge and abrasion) on outside 
surface of one end suggest repair was considered. 
Internal diameter: 50–55mm (34% survives). Length: 
58mm. Width: 9mm. Thickness: 16.5mm. Material: 
shale. Phase 3c. Context: BBC (midden inﬁll into 
eastern terminal of the Middle Ditch, South-west 
Entrance).
SF633 (illus 10.50) D-sectioned bangle fragment, repaired 
after fracture. Soil deposits obscure details, but seems 
well-ﬁnished all over to a low lustre. Interior has 
residual vertical knife-cut facets. Trimmed square 
after fracture to allow repair; one end ﬁled, other with 
toolmarks from cutting a collar round the broken end 
and squaring it off. Deep cut and series of ﬁle marks 
along one edge suggest reshaping of damaged area; 
couple of stray deep scratches elsewhere, perhaps from 
use. Internal diameter: 60–65mm (21% survives). 
Length: 44.5mm. Width: 7.5mm. Height: 12.5mm. 
Material: shale. Phase 3c. Context: BBC06 (midden 
inﬁll into eastern terminal of the Middle Ditch, South-
west Entrance).
SF635 (illus 10.50) Bangle fragment of sub-circular 
section, slightly ﬂattened internally; one edge spalled 
off. Exterior ﬁnished to low lustre; interior shows some 
abrasion scars. Soil obscures details. Length: 18mm. 
Width: 8.5mm. Height: 8+mm. Material: shale. 
Phase 3c. Context: BBC04 (midden inﬁll into eastern 
terminal of the Middle Ditch, South-west Entrance). 
SF636 (illus 10.50) Large D-sectioned bangle fragment, 
originally notably tall but now split horizontally. 
Marked angle at junction of faces. Well-ﬁnished to 
medium lustre, with some residual abrasion scars and 
use-damage externally, and clear residual slightly 
angled abrasion scars internally. Internal diameter: 
60–65mm (11% survives). Length: 28mm. Width: 
356
AN INHERITED PLACE
	

)		#			
SF987
SF986
SF1035
SF1036
SF988
SF993
SF972
0 25cm
Stones with one indentation
Stones with two indentations
Stones with cups
15.5mm. Height: 13.5+mm. Material: ?cannel coal. 
Phase 1. Context: OFM (midden sealing House A).
SF637 (illus 10.50) D-sectioned bangle fragment, split 
horizontally. Inner edge vertical, with ﬁne diagonal 
abrasion; exterior well-ﬁnished to medium lustre. 
Internal diameter: 70–75mm (11% survives). Length: 
24.5mm. Width: 5.5mm. Height: 7+mm. Material: 
shale. Phase 3b. Context: BJV (posthole associated with 
South-west Entrance Gateway).
SF639 (illus 10.50) Ring-pendant; probably originally 
a circular section, but split horizontally. Very well-
ﬁnished to high lustre – no toolmarks bar some 
deep circumferential grooves in the perforation, and 
use-scratches on the surface. Diameter: 36.5mm. 
Perforation: 16mm. Height: 8+mm. Material: cannel 
coal or canneloid shale. Phase 6. Context: KBB (rubble 
in slot (KAY) north-west of House 1).
Working debris
SF662 Working debris? Possible thinning ﬂake, broken 
in three, one edge possibly prepared, others broken. 
Dimensions: 31 × 28 × 3.5mm. Material: shale. Phase 
3c. Context: BBA02 (midden inﬁll into eastern 
terminal of the Middle Ditch, South-west Entrance).
SF673 Working debris? Broken thinning ﬂake? No 
clear edges survive. Dimensions: 22 × 15.5 × 4.5mm. 
Material: shale. Phase 5. Context: CBD (primary 
midden in Inner Ditch, over Structure C).
